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KNIGHTS, CLTIZENS and BURGESS[E $ 
of the HONOURABLE + 
HOVSE ® COMMONS 
| In chis preſent TE 
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED 6c. 
The Humble PETI TION and CASE of the Poor 


PRISONERS for DEBT, in the MARSHALSHE A, of the 
FOUR-COURTS, and the City of Dzblin. 


Flambly Sheweth, 


| ol Ottober 1695) to order that the Bill prepared by this Honourable 

MM. Houſe (for Relief and Releaſe of poor Prifoners tor Debt) ſhould be pre- 

ſeried to his Excellency, the tizzn Lord Deputy, praying it might be drawn into 
Form and tranſmitted into Enzi:ind, 

"That the faid Eill was.rranimitted into Evg/and, withoat any alterations, (ci- 


JT: this Honourable Houſe, were pleaſed (on Saturday the Twelfth Day 


; ther in Sura or Datg) the Sum being 500 /, with a proviſo that any Perion, whio 


was a Piiſoner on the 27th of auguſt 1695, and did not ſtand indebted, to any 
one P:rſ1n abov? the ſaid goo /, (Debt and Damages) and not worth 5F/. in real 
or Perſ.anal Eſtate, ſhould be Enlarged, as may more at large appear by the faid 
Biil v3 Ricord. T4 ” : 

That ibs ſaid Bill was by the great intereſt, of your poor Pctitioners adverſaries, 
and by ilit contrivare*s of the then Deputy Marſhal (Robert Doaglas) and one 
Mr, Weſtnn , Pyticriice of the Four Courts Marſhaiſea) laid aſide in Exg/ard, fo as 
your poor Pgriicners Laſt the benefit of the ſaid Bill, (tho' moſt grativuſly paſt 
by this Honouratle Houſe, and do till moſt miſerabiy tuffer,by the layivg aſide the 
ſaid Bill, many cf them beiug Priſcners for ſome years before, and ſtill are, who 
expe@ no 8<lick, but by the benefit of the Bill paſt by this Honourable Zouſe. 

That your Petitioners finding che faid, Bill was by the means: aforeſaid 
"contrary tp the moſt gratious intent, of this Honovureble Houſe) miſlayed 
or layd aſide, did in September 1697 , prefer .an. Zamble Petition to this Zo- 
noufable Houſe, biaying the ſaid Bill might be Revived, on which Peti- 
tion,thisHonourab e Houſe (being intormed by Alles Broderick Eſq; the Kings $0- 
liciter General, chat the ſaid BY! was-{aulty, 1 lay,d afide in England} were 
pleaſed 'rod raw.up the heads of a. Second Bill for Releaſe of poor Priſoners, which 
this Honourable houſe, did (moſt Gegerouſly and Charitably) paſs, and were like- 
wiſe pleaſed to reduce the Sum from 5o0/. to 208i fer. with the proviſo atoretaid, 
by which your poorPeritioners might have the intended benefit of the ſaid Bill. 

That the ſaid Bil! paſſzd this Honourable Houſe,and was(by Order of thisHouſe) 
preferred to their now Excellencies the Lords Juſtices, by Alderman Edward Sin- 
gleton,praying the ſame might be drawn into form and tranſmitted into Exgland. 

That their Exccilencies did order Mr. Juſtice Ly»dox to draw the ſaid Bil into 
form of Lawit being paſſed this Honourable Houſe, and their Excellencies in Coun- 


cil, without alterations of Date or Sum) | 
; NEE! 
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Thar purſuant to the fail O ders Mr. Juſtice Lys-on Cid * ax your Petitioners be- 


:j ve not onlydraw the faidB.|!into formo'Law,! nr co you: Perit:0nerswo! ul © xpes 


tence, arid contraty t© th gracious intent of this Honowtable Houſe } did r duce 


the ſad B.\l from the Sum of 200! to gol, fter, by which means your Petitionces - 


are expoſed tothe mercileſs mercy of their moſt ungmerciful Creditors, 

That the ſgid Bull being reduced as aforefaid,not only in Sum {but alſo as tothe 
Date in Azguft i697 doth not at all reach the poor Priſoners who were in Pri- 
jon for ſome years b-fore neither thoſe (tho' poor ) who were committed ſince 


Auguſt 1697, by which elterations made, not above Seventeen Perſons 


exn have tie ben:ft tho' there are above Eighty Priſoners ' now {in the 
Marſhalſea, and man} of them for ſeveral years before, the ſaid 1695, and reduced 
ro that miſery, thar mgyy of them live only, by the Charity of good Chriſtians, 


having nf ither Friends or Subſtagce of their own to Relieve them, 


Thar moſt of your Petitioners were Perſors of Conſiderable Dealing and Stock, 
but reduced { by the late Troubles and Calamities) io a moſt poor Gendicion . 
and are Indebted for Sums much exceeding the ſaid Fifty Pounds: yer with God's 
Bleſſing, they would in time be able to pay ſome part ; if not the whole) of the 
Debt due to the Creditors; but are, by their Impriſonment, wholy disabled from 
either pzying their D:bts, or any way Reheving themſclves or their Familics, and 
will undoubtedly periſh, it not by this Honourable Houſe Relieved, by Erlargeing 
the ſaid Sum of Fifty Pounds, to Two hundred Pounds, as this Honourable Houſe 
Gd make it; and likewiſe by altering the date from Awugaſt 1697, many of the 
ſaid Perſons being ſince Committed, and will Incvitably perich, if not by your 
Honours Relieved. 

That your P:tioners moſt Zumbly Conceive, that the altering, acd reducing 
the ſaid Sum of Two hundred pound, to Fifty pound, was no matter of Law, 
( for which purpoſe only; the ſaid Bill was given to the ſaid Mr. Juſtice Z 


Houſe. And your por Petitioners do really believe, and are con- 


ſhould be' reduced by any of the-Jadges, your Honours having before reduced 


. 
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| Juſtice Lx»gop), 
| but wagby bim recced.meer'y, t9,refirit the Mercituland Gretom Bounty of | 
' this Honourable 


- fident, thattyour Honours never ddightd the faid Sum of Two hundred pound, 
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